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to remain unrecognizable, This was Moral Indignation, anger
rightly directed, as it is supposed to be, in which case the
resentment is held to be praiseworthy. The toleration of
anger under this disguise has ended by making the Christian
teachings of mercy and non-retaliation almost a dead letter; for
self-righteous people never fail to find an excuse to justify their
resentment against those who, as they say, have not harmed
them personally, but have injured other people, whom it is their
duty to protect. It is considered unnecessary that such giving
of protection should be a coldly-thought-out, passionless act,
undertaken with a view to serving in the appropriate way the
higher interests of both aggressor and victim. On the con-
trary all the sentiments of hatred, pent up as a result of the
Christian veto upon them, have been able to find channels where
they are allowed legitimate scope. The Buddhist never recog-
nized such a compromise. Anger, whatever its motives, re-
mained anger in his eyes. When people showed hatred and
violence, as men do everywhere, at least they were not to be
allowed a loophole for self-deception. Hatred in a righteous
cause should, logically, be regarded as more heinous than that
prompted by pure selfishness, of which anger is, after all, but
a natural expression. To degrade the service of Righteousness
with such a weapon verges on sacrilege. If the judge must
chastise, he must be a judge who weighs up all the evidence,
and pronounces an unimpassioned sentence according to the
law, free from Ignorance. If the reformer feels called on to
fight an abuse, he must never forget that the cruelty of the
tyrant is as worthy of pity as the groans of the slave. Moral
Indignation is the subtlest form of Anger, which should not even
be directed against Satan himself, for he too can become an object
of compassion. Our hatred for him is the seal of his kingdom
upon our foreheads. So long as the hatred of Satan is allowed
to be an exception to the general law of Charity, so long will
hatred continue to flourish in human hearts. Moreover it is but
a step from hating Satan to hating evil-doers. If Satan is con-
sidered as a being incapable of redemption, it follows that we
ought not to desire his salvation, for it would be contrary to
the Divine Order. The Buddhist rejects the idea that any being
is unalterably evil, and among the Christian Fathers, Origen,
who was condemned for maintaining that the Devil would
ultimately be saved, shares their point of view.